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Coamo: Example of Photos used during Photo Elicitation

1st Community Forum Results:
“Consulta Comunitaria: Fortaleciendo Puentes”

By: The Office of Community Research and Engagement & Evaluation Cores, PRCTRC
On June 14, 2018, the Office of
Community Research & Engagement
(OCRE) core from the Puerto Rico
Clinical and Translational Research
Consortium (PRCTRC) hosted the 1st
Community
Forum:
“Consulta
Comunitaria: Fortaleciendo Puentes”.
The purpose of the Community Forum
was to identify and prioritize
communities’ health issues and
concerns in Puerto Rico (see Figure 1).
This forum was held in the municipality
of Coamo and was facilitated by Edna
Acosta Pérez, PhD, M.Sc. and Marizaida
Sánchez, PhD, both leaders of the OCRE
core.
Thirteen individuals participated in this
forum. Of those, the largest group
represented was service provider

(53.8%, n=7) sector, followed by
government (30.8%, n=4) sector. Of
the total of individuals that attended,
nine
(69.2%)
completed
the
demographics form. The majority of
participants were females (77.8%,
n=7). The mean age was 47.1 (SD= 9.9)
years old, with a minimum of 34 and a
maximum of 61 years of age.
Present epidemiologic data
Brainstorm potential health issues of
interest
Photo Elicitation Technique
Elaborate multilevel strategies
Prioritize local health issues
Figure 1. Forum Objectives
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Following a photo elicitation technique local health concerns,
challenges and opportunities for action were discussed. This forum
provided the opportunity to identify and prioritize the main health
issues/concerns affecting Coamo communities. Figure 2 presents the
twelve health issues/concerns identified by participants.
Figure 2. Community Health Issues and Concerns Identified
Access to Health Services
Investigate the Factors of Prevalent Conditions

Table 1. Community Health Issues and
Concerns Prioritized
Community Health Issues and
Concerns Prioritized
Access to Health Services

1
2
3
4
5

Access to Good Nutrition, Food Quality

Investigate the Factors of Prevalent
Conditions
Access to Good Nutrition, Food
Quality
Limited Services to Drug Problems
(e.g., only address the addition of
opioids)
Prevention and Education of
Diabetes

M (SD)
4.00 (0.82)
3.29 (1.80)
3.25 (0.96)
2.67 (2.09)

0.70 (2.12)

Limited Services to Drug Problems (e.g., only address the
addition of opioids)

Forum participants were asked to prioritize the health
issues/concerns that affect their community. Mean scores
(M) of each health issues/concerns were calculated in which
Prevention and Education of Diabetes
“5” represented Top 1, “4” represented Top 2, “3”
represented Top 3, “4” represented Top 4, and “1”
Drugs
represented Top 5. The top three community health
issues/concerns were “Access to Health Services” (M=4.00;
Mental Health/ Depression
SD=0.82), “Investigate the Factors of Prevalent Conditions”
(M=3.29; SD=1.80) and “Access to Good Nutrition, Food
Excessive Privatization of Services
Quality” (M=3.25; SD=0.96). Table 1 presents the top five
Table 1. Community Health Issues and Concerns Identified
community health issues/concerns.
Changes in the Government's Agenda and Health
Insurance Plan
Local Statistics
Scientific Rigor
Administration of Health Insurance Plan at Municipal
Level, with Coverage that Responds to Local Health Needs

Figure 4. Plans of Community Forums

OCRE will work towards aligning community forums results
to science collaboration plans among the PRCTRC and its
collaborators and stakeholders. Next steps include to
continue these community consultations processes along
Puerto Rico’s health regions regional in partnership with
PRCTRC collaborators, disseminate results to reach all
communities where community forums took place and
where new collaborations are formed and identify and
provide support to address health priorities identified (see
Figure 4).

Puerto Rico’s
health
regions

PRCTRC
collaborators

Continue community
consultations

2

Reach
participating
communities

Research and
services &
Promote new
collaborations

Disseminate results

Address health
priorities
identiflied

Identify and provide
support

If you’re interested in engaging your community or community collaborator to
participate in these activities, please contact the office: ocre-prctrc.rcm@upr.edu
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Research Dissemination for Community Engagement

Desayunando Juntos: Salud y Ciencias
By: Community Engagement Initiative, STCE-INBRE & Office of Community
Research and Engagement, PRCTRC

Results of Town Halls Assessment
Graph 1. Participant Profile (n=76)
Undergraduate
students, 7.9%

In an effort to facilitate the integration of health and science in our
community, the Office of Community Research & Engagement (OCRE)
core from the PRCTRC in collaboration with the Community Engagement
Initiative (STCE-INBRE) team, offered a monthly activity titled:
“Desayunando Juntos: Salud y Ciencias” (see Figure 1). These Townhall
activities aim to bring researchers and community members together to
discuss how science can help provide better and additional services to
the population that clinics and grassroots organizations serve. This
opportunity is an attempt to disseminate the most recent scientific
knowledge and its usefulness in the health services to those outside the
academic community.
TOWN HALL ASSESSMENTS
Bellow summarizes the activity evaluations results of the “Desayunando
Juntos: Salud y Ciencias” offered in March 21, April 26, June 7 and August
22, 2018.
A total of 76 participants were surveyed, from those the biggest group
identified themselves as community (47.4% n=36), followed by faculty
(26.3%, n=20; see Graph 1). In a knowledge self-assessment, participants
were asked to rate their level of knowledge of the topics covered before
and after the activity. Before the activities only 15.7% of participants
reported knowledge level of high, after the activities 71.7% of
participants reported a knowledge level of high (see Graph 2).
Overall, 96.1% of participants reported to be very satisfied or satisfied
with these activities (see Graph 3). Similarly, 90.7% or more of
participants strongly agreed or agreed that these activities are of great
relevance and will be useful for their organization or research project,
that they will apply these skills in their organization or research project
and that they would recommend these activities to others (see Table 1).
Based on the experience with these Town hall meetings, OCRE/PRCTRC
and STCE/INBRE will continue to promote encounters at diverse
community scenarios were researchers can receive community input.
We look to have many more “Town Hall” activities and incorporate new
activities such as: “Getting to Know You” meetings across different
municipalities encompassing different topics such as: HIV, cognitivie
development and violence, and others. If you are a researcher interested
in joining these dissemination efforts or a community partner interested
on hosting a meettig, please send your petition to Dr. Edna Acosta Pérez
at ocre-prctrc.rcm@upr.edu

Graduate
students, 18.4%

Community,
47.4%

Faculty,
26.3%

Graph 2. Knowledge level of topics covered
(n=76)
1.9%

Before

27.4%

After

28.3%

55.0%

15.7%

71.7%

None

Low

Medium

High

Graph 3. Overall Satisfaction (n=76)
Neutral
Satisfied

3.9%
19.2%

Very
satisfied

76.9%

Table 1. Town Halls Impact
Activity Usefulness
Strongly
(n=76)
This activity is of great
relevance for my
organization or
research project
This activity will be
useful for my
organization or
research project
I will apply these skills
in my organization or
research
project
I will recommend this
activity to others

Agree

Neutral

11.1%

7.5%

68.5%

24.1%

7.4%

75.9%

14.8%

9.3%

88.9%

11.1%

-

agree
81.4%
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Figure 1. “Desayunando Juntos: Salud y
Ciencias” town hall meetings to date.

1

HEALTH AND SCIENCE LOOKING UNDER
THE MICROSCOPE-MICROBES AND
HEALTH

Format: Townhall Meeting
Resource: Filipa Godoy Ph.D.; Interamerican
University of Puerto Rico (UIPR)
Place: Puerto Rico Science, Technology and
Research Trust, San Juan, PR
Date: 21-Mar-2018

2
1

2

HEALTH AND SCIENCE STRESS: CANCER’S
BEST FRIEND

Format: Town hall Meeting
Resource: Guillermo Armaiz Ph.D.; Ponce Health
Science University (PHSU)
Place: MedCentro Health Clinic, Ponce, PR
Date: 26-Apr-2018

3

HEALTH AND SCIENCE EFFECTS OF
HURRICANES IRMA AND MARIA IN THE
ALLERGEN LEVELS IN PUERTO RICO: OUR
RESPIRATORY HEALTH

Format: Town hall Meeting
Resource: Benjamin Bolaños Ph.D.; UPR-Medical
Sciences Campus (UPR-MSC)
Place: United Way of Puerto Rico, San Juan PR
Date: 7-Jun-2018

3

4

4

HEALTH AND SCIENCE DIALOGUE ABOUT
EARLY STAGES OF AUTISM

Format: Town hall Meeting
Resource: Amaya Miquelageruregui Ph.D.; UPRMedical Sciences Campus (UPR-MSC)
Place: Ponce Autism Center, Ponce, PR
Date: 22-Aug-2018

5

HEALTH AND SCIENCE PROMOTING THE
FULL EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF
OUR YOUTH

Format: Townhall Meeting

Resource: Coralee Pérez Pedrogo Ph.D. University
Carlos Albizu and Marizaida Sánchez Cesáreo,
Ph.D. UPR-Medical Sciences Campus and Third
Mission Institute at University Carlos Albizu
Place: Centro de Bellas Artes, Naranjito, PR
Date: 20-Sep-2018

5

4
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WORKSHOP

PHOTOVOICE AS A PARTICIPATORY
RESEARCH METHOD
By: The Community Engagement Initiative and Evaluation Team of the Puerto Rico IDeA Network Biomedical Research Excellence (STCEINBRE), the Hispanics in Research Capability Endowment (HiREC), and the Office of Community Research and Engagement & Evaluation
Cores, (PRCTRC)

On September 10 and September 11 of 2018, a twoday workshop titled: “Photovoice as a participatory
research method” was offered at the University of
Puerto Rico, Medical Science Campus. This activity
was sponsored by:
• Community Engagement Initiative of the
Puerto Rico IDeA Network Biomedical
Research Excellence (STCE-INBRE), the
• Hispanics in Research Capability Endowment
(HiREC), and the
• Office of Community Research & Engagement
core from the Puerto Rico Clinical and
Translational Research Consortium (PRCTRC).
The Speaker and facilitator of this workshop was
Linda Liebenberg, Ph.D., Adjunct Professor from the
Faculty of Graduate Studies of Dalhousie University,
Halifax NS, Canada. This workshop reviewed
Photovoice as a research method. Specifically, the
workshop begins by situating Photovoice within the
realm of image-based elicitation methods. Were
attention is given to the theory behind elicitation
methods; current approaches to using elicitation
methods; and the value of these approaches in
answering particular research questions.
The workshop provided a comprehensive
introduction to Photovoice, elucidating the theory
that informs it, and setting out the critical
considerations of its use. After situating photovoice
as a participatory action research (PAR) method,
attention was given to: 1) the importance of rigour
in PAR; 2) the Photovoice data gathering process; 3)
the use of thematic analysis with participants as an
approach to analysis; and 4) meaningful approaches
to dissemination of findings. The workshop
concluded with ethical considerations when using
Photovoice, as well as limitations of and cautions

Dr. Linda Leibenberg is a leading researcher, evaluator
and consultant in the field of resilience and
community development, with a core interest in
children and youth with complex needs. Her work
explores how best to provide meaningful programs
and resources that promote of positive youth
development and mental health, using formal and
informal processes of resilience. She achieves this
through consultation on program and community
development, and conducting evaluations of service
provision together with research of youth experiences
and community development. As a key component of
this work, Linda reflects critically on the best ways in
which to conduct research and evaluations with
children and their communities (including multiple
service providers). These approaches include
participatory image-based methods; sophisticated
longitudinal quantitative designs; and the design of
measurement instruments.

when using this approach to research.
Additionally, practical tips for successful projects
are provided throughout the activity.
A total of twenty-seven individuals participated in
this workshop. Most were faculty (81.5%, n=22)
and from the academia sector 75.0% (n=20). In an
after workshop activity assessment, 94.7% of
5
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Table 1: Results of Self-Assessments of Knowledge

participants indicated being “very
satisfied” or “satisfied” with the
overall workshop.
Participants shared they plan to
apply PhotoVoice related learned
strategies for their research (95%),
get to know more about PhotoVoice
(60%), identify new partners and
collaborators (10%), and use it to
reach youth (5%). Likewise, 94.7%
indicated that they are going to use
the PhotoVoice for their research
project.

Photo Elicitation Exercise

6

Participants will be followed up
to evaluate integration of
learned skills into their research
and practice and how further
they
enhanced
their
competencies in community
based research. We expect that
providing training opportunities
to diverse
recipients
of
academia and community will
allow better integration of
stakeholders
to
address
everyday problem. This training
opportunity, in PhotoVoice as a
participatory research method,

Participants at PhotoVoice Workshop

allowed participants to build
capacity that will improve their
community-engaged research and
collaborations.
“Photovoice as a Participatory
Research Method” workshop was
sponsored by Puerto Rico IDeA
Network
Biomedical
Research
Excellence
(P20GM103475),
the
Hispanic in Research Capability
Endowment
Program
(S21MD001830), and the Puerto Rico
Clinical and Translational Research
Consortium (U54MD007587).

Drs. Edna Acosta Pérez, Linda
Linbenberg & Lourdes Soto de
Laurido
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Social participation of children and
youth:
2da Conferencia Avances en Investigación y Acción con la Niñez y la Juventud
By: Eduardo Lugo, PhD
Universty of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez Campus

The 2da Conferencia Avances en Investigación y Acción
con la Niñez y la Juventud was held on 7 & 8 of September
2018 at the University of Puerto Rico, Mayagüez. The
slogan of this multidisciplinary conference was “Social
participation of children and youth”. The Conference was
sponsored from the Puerto Rico Clinical and Translational
Science Consortium (PRCTRC), the Instituto de Desarrollo
de la Juventud, the Third Mission Institute of the Carlos
Albizu University and the Instituto Nacional de Energía y
Sostenibilidad Isleña.
The purpose of the Conference was to provide a space to
discuss research and action projects in the areas of health,
including mental health, education, environment and civic
participation. For two days, more than 150 attendees
participated in workshops, thematic panels, posters, and
keynote session. These people had the opportunity to
learn about the work of quality produced in the country.
They could also initiate possible partnerships and future
projects.
The Opening Conferences were in charge of the Dr.
Marizaida Sánchez, of Third Mission Institute, who
presented an oral speech titled: The Role of Civil Society in
Public Policy. On Saturday morning, Dr. Linda Liebenberg,
of Dalhousie University in Canada, explained about the use
of Visual Research Methods to Promote Participation of
Young People. Dr. Liebenberg is an expert in the
technique of evolution and works as a consultant for
UNESCO.
On Saturday afternoon we had a magnificent master panel
in which young students presented about their research
and action projects in their communities. Therein, we had
two projects, one in the UPR Mayaguez students and other
students of University Carlos Albizu. Both projects worked
7
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initiatives in recovery from Hurricanes
Irma and Maria. The third participant was
a young man from the community the
Coquí in Salinas, who spoke about an
initiative of community self-management,
which resulted in the documentary “The
Dolphins of the Parking”. All the young
presenters discussed the impact that
participate in these projects has had on
their lives and the effect on their
communities and the country.
The emphasis on the social participation
of children and youth is born in
recognition of the importance of civic
participation for the development of
these populations. Studies reveal that social participation has an impact on self-esteem, self-efficacy, skills of critical
analysis, empowerment, academic achievement, and sense of belonging of these populations (Landsdown, 2001).
Also, but less discussed is the benefit of having their social participation in the development of interventions and
public policies that affect them directly (Cook, Blanchet-Cohen & Hart, 2004). Therefore, social participation is a
catalytic for the formation of active and committed citizens and for the effectiveness of the initiatives that we
generate. Other studies point to the positive aspects of integrated children and youth as collaborators in the
processes of research (Langhout & Thomas, 2010). Participatory Action Research, for example, provides a platform
to integrate these populations as co researchers, generating this way investigative skills and critical analysis and
nurturing research with their perspective.
This Conference marks an important historic moment for the country. The growing poverty and inequality in our
childhood is alarming. The effect of austerity measures that are being implemented have an undeniable impact on
access and quality of education and health services. Meanwhile, research reveals that the effect of poverty on the
integral development of these populations may be generational. We need encounters like the Conferencia Avances
en Investigación y Acción con la Niñez y la Juventud to build inter and transdisciplinary action projects. These
projects should produce initiatives of public policy that are informed by science and the practical experience of
those working in and with communities. Also, we must develop and implement interventions to strengthen the
participation of our childhood and youth. These are not only the future of the country, but an integral part of the
current solutions. We will continue to support spaces of social participation as this Conference. See you in 2020 in
the 3rd Conference advances in research and action with the children and youth!
References
Cook, P., Blanchet-Cohen, N. & Hart, S. (2004). Children as partners: Child Participation Promoting Social Change.
Prepared for The Canadian International Development Agency, Child Protection Unit. Retrieved from
https://www.unicef.org/adolescence/cypguide/files/Child-as-Partners.pdf
Landsdown, G. (2001). Promoting children’s participation in democratic decisión-making. UNICEF Innocenti
Research Centre, Paris. Retrieved from https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/pdf/insight6.pdf
Langhout, R. & Thomas,E. (2010). Imagining Participatory Action Research in Collaboration with Children: an
Introduction. American Journal of
Community Psycholog, 46(1-2): 60–66.
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Congratulations to:
Dr. José A. Torres-Ruiz was recently promoted as the new
Chancellor at the Ponce Health Sciences University. Dr. TorresRuiz is an experienced and accomplished investigator and
mentor and has substantial administrative experience. Since
2011, he has played various roles within the NIMHD-Puerto Rico
Clinical and Translational Research Consortium (PRCTRC). Dr.
Torres-Ruiz is a respected academic leader who has developed
excellent working relationships with the scientific community in
and outside Puerto Rico.

Meet the New personnel
Adnel Ivan Figueroa Jimenez
The PRCTRC welcomes Adnel Figueroa! He joined the
Biomedical Informatics Core (BIC) in the UPR-Medical Sciences
Campus earlier this month.
Adnel will be programming and maintain up to date the
Hispanic Biobank, the website including the Relational
Database Request for Services App and the servers.

Sheyla Garced Tirado, RN, MS
The PRCTRC also welcomes Sheyla Garced as the new Research
Nurse of the Clinical Research Resources and Facilities Core
(CRF).

9
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Hospitales HIMA•San Pablo’s

Office of Clinical Research
By: Wilfredo E. De Jesús-Monge, MD, MSc, Chief of Clinical Research

From left to right: Dr. Wilfredo E. De Jesús-Monge (recertified), Dr. Mayra Collazo,
Ms. Yiana G. Toro-Garay, Ms. Darleen González-Galarza, Ms. Migdalia Arce, and
Ms. Maricarmen Ramírez-Solá.

Hospitales HIMA•San Pablo’s Office of
Clinical Research was a remote site for the
first time for the 2017-2018 “Introduction
to the Principles and Practice of Clinical
Research” course, presented by the US
National Institutes of Health’s Clinical
Center. This online course trains registrants
on how to effectively and safely conduct
clinical research, highlighting biostatistical
and epidemiologic methods, study design,
protocol preparation, patient monitoring,
quality assurance, ethical and legal issues,
and more. A Certificate of Completion is
awarded to each registered participant
who completes a final exam, without
retakes.
Meetings were conducted at Hospital
HIMA•San Pablo Caguas to discuss the
content of the course and eventually 5 staff
members earned a Certificate of
Completion (1 of them recertified) and 2
staff members participated in and
benefited from the group discussions (see
2 pictures below with names).
As Puerto Rico Clinical and Translational
Research
Consortium
(PRCTRC)
collaborators, Hospitales HIMA•San Pablo
contribute to improve the health status and
outcomes of the Puerto Rican population
while working to eliminate health
disparities.

Center: Dr. Yamilette Rivera

10
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Supported by the US Department of Education: Title V Grant Award # P031S160068

The Title V Cooperative Project between the Medical Sciences Campus of the University of Puerto Rico (MSC-UPR)
and the Universidad Central del Caribe (UCC) completed its second year –out of five– on September 30, 2018 with the
third year starting on October 1, 2018. As previously mentioned, despite the circumstances with the aftermath of
hurricane Maria, like any other institution’s initiative and/or project, and foreseeing the future of the Project’s
participants, especially students, as well as of our academic programs, institutions, and Puerto Rico, the Project
continued with the proposed services and activities in its second year.
In the last issue, we shared all of the activities and achievements, mainly for Research Education Towards
Opportunities (RETO) and Mentorship Offering Training Opportunities for Research (MOTOR) that took place up to
the third trimester of the successful second year of our Title V Cooperative Project. In this issue, aligned with the goals
and objectives of this innovative initiative, the Project will be sharing the activities and achievements that occurred
during the last trimester of the second year, providing new opportunities in clinical and translational research to
undergraduate students during their training as health professionals and for their faculty. Translational research
aspires to bring the relevant findings to impact on how to treat, diagnose and manage health conditions. It takes into
account the needs of communities affected by specific health problems. The main achievements during the last
trimester of our second year are presented below.

Students, faculty members and Title V Cooperative UPR-MSC & UCC team.

Training Cycles RETO-MOTOR 1 and 2, 2018 (August 11 to June 8, 2018)

After various Training Cycles RETO-MOTOR 1, the First Training Cycle RETO-MOTOR 2 and a variety of activities in
CTR in 2018, the Project developed, organized, and offered a Fourth Training Cycle of RETO-MOTOR 1 and a Second
Training Cycle of RETO-MOTOR 2. A total of 22 students, undergraduate and graduate, as well as faculty members
were certified in RETO-MOTOR 1. This new group of participants is the first group that includes undergraduate
students from institutions island-wide. Meanwhile, 8 students, undergraduate and graduate, as well as
undergraduate faculty, completed the RETO-MOTOR 2. As a continuous process, both training cycles provide the
participants with educational experiences in the following: definition of clinical and translational research,
identification of a clinical and translational researcher and the presentation of their interview, development of a
research question, analysis of research environments, responsible conduct in research, development of a research
project, effective search of data bases and formation of a Clinical and Translational Mentoring Team (CTMT). In the
CTMT, the participants will be mentored by a well-established researcher in the development of a research question
and experience CTR as part of the Intensive Development and Experiences in Advancement of Research and
Increased Opportunities (IDEARIO).
11

September 2018

Vol. 6 Num. 2

New CTMTs formed and IDEARIO started (September
2018)

We are very enthusiastic with the development of this innovative
initiative, represented by the formation of three new CTMTs in
broad areas of research and with the integration of participants
with different interests and fields, providing, as expected, an
interdisciplinary perspective in the approach of their respective
Dr. José L. Torres Cruz, Dr. Maribel Campos Rivera
and Miss. Quiriat Torres Rosario ( in the usual order)
research question. At the end of the Second Training Cycle RETO-MOTOR 2 and foreseeing their participation in IDEARIO with their submitted research concept papers, the CTMTs
formed were the following: 1. CTMT- Cardio: Pregestational Diabetes Mellitus (PDM) and Offspring Risk of
Congenital Heart Disease: A Hospital Cohort Study in Puerto Rico, Dr. Maribel Campos Rivera, Associate Professor,
Dental and Craniofacial Genomics Core, School of Dental Medicine, as Principal Investigator. As Co-Investigators, Dr.
José L. Torres Cruz, Associate Professor, Department of Pharmacology, UCC School of Medicine, and Miss. Quiriat
Torres Rosario, undergraduate student at UCC Medical Images Technology Program; 2. CTMT- Liver: Ultrasound
evaluation of liver health among obese children in Puerto Rico, Dr. Juan C. Jorge Rivera, Professor,
Department of Anatomy and Neurobiology, School of Medicine, MSC-UPR, as
Principal Investigator, Prof. Miriam E. Rodriguez Figueroa, faculty member of the
Medical Images Technology Program, UCC, Mr. Winston J. Serrano Matos,
undergraduate student of the Radiologic Technology Program, School of Health
Professions, MSC-UPR, Mrs. Bárbara L. Riestra Candelaria, doctoral student,
Department of Anatomy and Neurobiology, School of Medicine, MSC-UPR, and
Dr. Loida A. Gonzalez- Rodriguez, Department of Medicine, Endocrinology,
Dr. Elsa M. Orellano Colón,
Diabetes and Metabolism Division, School of Medicine, MSC-UPR, as Co- Dr. Nadezhda Sabeva and Dr. Juan C. Jorge Rivera
(in the usual order)
Investigators; 3. CTMT- Neuro: Development and characterization of a mouse
model of Gulf War illness, Dr. Nadezhda Sabeva, Assistant Professor, Department of Neuroscience, School of
Medicine, UCC, as Principal Investigator. As Co-Investigators, Mr. José Reyes González, doctoral student,
Department of Neuroscience, School of Medicine, UCC and Prof. Jorge L. Rodríguez Muñiz, Assistant Professor,
Medical Images Technology Program, UCC.

Dr. Ivellisse Rivera Rodríguez, Mr. Nelson
Almodóvar Arbelo, Dr. Elsa M. Orellano
Colón, Dr. Nataliva Valentín Carro and
Mrs. Luna S. Lugo Latorre
(in the usual order)

Moreover, the members of CTMT-Zika, Dr. Inés García García, Dr. Lourdes García
Fragoso and Dr. Juanita Negrón Pagán, Department of Pediatrics, School of
Medicine, MSC-UPR, as Principal Investigators with Prof. Juan Pérez Ocassio,
Associate Professor, Medical Images Technology Program, UCC, Miss. Marisol
Padilla Arroyo, graduate student, School of Public Health, MSC-UPR, Mrs. Rosanyeli
Rivera Santos and Mrs. Norma N. Molina Bernzar, alumni and graduate student,
respectively, School of Nursing, MSC-UPR, as Co-Investigators submitted their
proposal. Their proposal entitled “Evaluación del desarrollo, patrones de
alimentación y la proporción cráneo-facial en neonatos normocefálicos con
exposición intrauterina al virus del Zika en Puerto Rico.” is in the evaluation and
recommendation processes.

On the other hand, the members of the CTMT-Renal are very excited with the approval by the Institutional Review
Board (IRB) of their proposal entitled Understanding barriers to and facilitators of a healthy lifestyle through the
eyes of Hispanic adults with end stage renal disease in hemodyalisis. Dr. Esla M. Orellano Colón, Professor,
Occupational Therapy Program, School of Health Professions, MSC-UPR, as Principal Investigator with Dr. Natalia
Valentín Carro, Assistant Professor, Medical Images Technology Program, UCC, Mr. Nelson Almodóvar Arbelo,
graduate student, School of Public Health, MSC-UPR, Mrs. Luna S. Lugo Latorre and Dr. Ivelisse Rivera Rodríguez,
alumni and Assistant Professor, respectively, School of Nursing, MSC-UPR, as Co-investigators are ready to start the
data collection (focus groups) during the first week of October, after the installation of Nvivo and the researchers
12 training in September, 2018.
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Integrated Activity RETO-MOTOR-CTMT-IDEARIO and
Inauguration of CRESCO-MSC/UPR (September 27, 2018)

In order to provide services and resources to students and professors of
undergraduate and graduate programs of our institutions, MSC-UPR and
UCC, as well as to students and professors of other institutions island-wide,
the CRESCO-MSC/UPR was inaugurated on September 27, 2018. This
innovative space will support the development of competences in clinicaltranslational research and communication of science generated at the
RCM and the UCC. The Project’s collaborators are very enthusiastic with
CRESCO’s new physical and virtual space, which was developed to promote
the formation of future clinical-translational researchers. From here, the
collaborators will also coordinate training activities that strengthen the
development of competences in clinical-translational research and
communication of the science knowledge that is generated in our
laboratories, clinics and communities. CRESCO will also offer workshops,
individual and group orientations, access to programs and virtual
consultations, among other services.
As part of the integrated activity called RETO-MOTOR-CTMT-IDEARIO, Dr.
Margarita Irizarry Ramírez and Prof. Mildred I. Rivera Vázquez shared their
experiences with the Project’s second year, while Professor María E.

Title V Cooperative Project MSC-UPR & UCC
team at the CRESCO Inauguration

González Méndez and Dr. Juan C. Soto Santiago detailed their expectations for the third year of the initiative. On
behalf of the nearly 70 certified participants in the RETO-MOTOR training cycles, the students Genesis K. Medina
Sánchez and Norma N. Molina Bernazar shared their experiences, as Dr. Ivelisse Rodríguez Rivera, also did.
The integrated activity, in which the Project celebrated the completion of its second year, with a variety of activities
and achievements, in addition to the inauguration of this main facility, as well as to provide to the audience the
expectations for the third year, serve as a living example of the importance of promoting the development of
interdisciplinary collaboration networks in support of the training of future clinical-translational researchers. In this
way the Project can maximize the use of CRESCO’s technology and resources as part of the training of students and
professors.

Participants of RETO-MOTOR, general attendees and collaborators of Title V Cooperative MSC-UPR & UCC in the Integrated Activity
and CRESCO Inauguration
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More news for the development of CTR…
• On July 25, 2018, the Project’s collaborators received the acceptance notification for each of the three abstracts
submitted for oral presentation during the Annual Conference of the Association of School of Allied Health
Professions, to be held in St. Petersburg, Florida, from October 10 to 12, 2018.
• On September 11, 2018, the Project’s collaborators submitted to the Health Sciences Program, School of Health
Professions, MSC-UPR, the course entitled Clinical and Translational Research I- Introduction and Principles. The
consideration in the Curriculum Committee, Department of Undergraduate Programs is underway.
• On September 14, 2018, the Project received the Grant Award Notification (GAN) for its third year –October 1,
2018 to September 30, 2019– with the maximum annual budget of $650, 000.

Additional developments during the upcoming year...
• Inauguration of the simulators – X-Ray and Victoria– in the Laboratory
of the Radiologic Technology Program, School of Health Professions,
MSC-UPR and in the Skills Laboratory, School of Nursing, MSC-UPR,
respectively.
• Inauguration of the new furniture and equipment of Rooms 302, 303,
318 and 319, third floor of the Library, MSC-UPR, as part of a
collaboration with CRESCO-MSC/UPR.
• UCC will start the design and related administrative processes for the
development of the Community Medical Images Laboratory (CMIL) for
imaging services and clinical practice.
• Inauguration of CRESCO-UCC at the Library of UCC.
• On October 20, 2018, the Fifth Training Cycle RETO-MOTOR 1 and the
Third Training Cycle RETO-MOTOR 2.
• On November 13, the Project will be receiving the second visit of the
External Evaluator, Dr. María del Pilar Toral Correas, President, Eduprop
y Asoc., Inc.
• At the end of the semester, new CTMTs will be formed.
• Three new CTMT’s proposals will be received.
• Abstracts will be submitted for the Translational Science 2019 – Annual
Conference of the Association for Clinical and Translational Science
(ACTS), to be held on March 5-8, 2019, Washington, DC.
• Abstracts will be submitted for the 2019 Annual Meeting of Association
of Educators in Imaging and Radiologic Sciences (AERIS), to be held on
July 2019, Waikoloa, Hawaii.
•

•
•
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On November 8 and 9, 2018, some of the Project’s collaborators and participants will be attending the National
Science Foundation- Hispanic Serving Institutions (NSF-HIS) Conference “Accelerating the Impact of HIS-Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Education and Research on Innovation Ecosystems, to be held
in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico.
On May 6 to 12, 2019, the Project together with other projects, initiatives and institutions will be celebrating the
Clinical and Translational Research Week, which will include the 8th Title V Annual Symposium.
On summer 2019, the Project will be celebrating the Second Fair – “Seeking for Clinical and Translational
Researchers in High School Students”.
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We are proud to
announce the 2018
Pilot Project Awardees
Yancy Ferrer-Acosta, PhD
Folate receptor-assisted targeting of non-small
cell lung carcinoma with ligand-decorated
nanoparticles

Coralee Pérez Pedrogo, PhD
Reducing self-stigma in persons with HIV
and drug use disorders in Primary Health
Care Settings

Demetrio Sierra, PhD
Effects of concussive brain injury on fear
extinction and avoidance reward conflict in
rodents

These pilot projects will be supported by the National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities
(NIMHD) and the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) of the National Institutes of Health
under Award Number U54MD007587.
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